
Venture Capital Associate’s  

Home Security Breach:  

The Hack Uncovered by BlackCloak


 Startling Exposure:  During an onboarding test by BlackCloak,  

it was revealed that the home of “Allen”, an associate of a venture 

capital firm, had 12 unsecured security cameras accessible  

to the public.


 Network Vulnerabilities: BlackCloak’s security operations team 

unearthed multiple weak points in Allen’s network, including  

a 10-year-old Cisco router with numerous vulnerabilities,  

leading to a significant breach.


 Rapid Response and Remediation: Following the discovery, 

BlackCloak provided immediate assistance and a detailed 

Summary of Vulnerability report to Allen’s IT Support Team,  

aiding in swift issue resolution.

In a stunning revelation, BlackCloak, uncovered a series of critical security 

lapses in the home network of “Allen”, a known associate of an early-

stage venture capital firm. This incident highlights the often-overlooked 

vulnerabilities in personal network security.

During the initial onboarding Penetration Test conducted by BlackCloak, it 

was discovered that Allen’s residence had 12 home security cameras that were 

not just exposed to the public internet but also required no authentication, 

leaving the door wide open for unauthorized access. This alarming discovery 

underscores the risks associated with smart home devices.
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BlackCloak’s expertise was evident as their team not only 

discovered the initial vulnerability but also compromised all 12 

cameras, gaining direct access to camera feeds and associated 

configuration files. They worked within the agreed Service 

Level Agreement (SLA) and efficiently communicated with 

Allen’s IT Support Team to address the issue.

However, the vulnerabilities extended beyond the exposed 

cameras. The security team unearthed several weak points 

in Allen’s network infrastructure. They identified poor router 

configurations and employed multiple attack tactics to 

simulate a persistent threat. This approach allowed them 

to gain full-privileged access into Allen’s internal network, 

revealing the shocking extent of the security lapse.

The situation escalated during a scheduled retesting  

of Allen’s home. BlackCloak’s team discovered that Allen’s 

IT Support Team had inadvertently exposed a 10-year-old 

Cisco router with multiple known vulnerabilities. The team 

successfully compromised the router, gaining internal access 

to the client’s network.

This incident serves as a cautionary tale for individuals and 

businesses alike, emphasizing the critical importance of 

robust cybersecurity measures in an increasingly connected 

world. Allen’s case, though concerning, also highlights the 

effectiveness of proactive security assessments and the 

invaluable role of cybersecurity experts in safeguarding 

personal and professional assets.

Throughout this ordeal, BlackCloak remained 

a beacon of support and professionalism.  

They provided a detailed Summary of 

Vulnerability report, outlining the risks, 

severity, and recommended mitigation 

strategies. Their direct support to the client’s  

IT Support Team was pivotal in addressing  

and rectifying the security breaches.

“ This case is a stark 

reminder that personal 

cybersecurity is not a luxury 

but a necessity. The level 

of access we obtained was 

alarming and could have 

led to serious personal and 

professional repercussions 

for our client.”

DANIEL FLOYD 

Chief Information Security Officer 
at BlackCloak
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